
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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In re application of: 



Hotta, et al. 
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Art Unit: 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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1. ' More than fourteen (14) months have passed since the above-referenced patent application 
was filed with the U.S. Patent Office. To date, no communication has been received from the U.S. 
Patent Office indicating action on this application. 

2. Kindly advise the undersigned of the present status of this application, by checking the 
appropriate box on the next page. A stamped, return-addressed envelope is provided. 



File: B185 1180.1 (MSC 8011) 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 
Post Office Box 7037 
Atlanta, Georgia 30357-00378 
Telephone (336) 721-3681 
Facsimile (336) 726-8074 
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Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 44,224 



STATUS INQUIRY REPLY 

APPLICATION NO. 10^670^89618 CURRENTLY 

□ ASSIGNED TO GROUP AND AWAITS: 

□ ACTION BY THE EXAMINER 

□ APPLICANTS' RESPONSE TO THE OFFICE ACTION MAILED 
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Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Signature V ^ 



Registration Number, if applicable 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Telephone Number 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of mailing, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 

Regarding Patent Application Serial Number, 10/670,896, filed 
September 25, 2003: 
Status Inquiry 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.8. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .1 1 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.8 minutes to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



